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WELCOMETO A JOURNEY THROUGH EUROPE'S LANGUAGES!

The languages you will encounter over the following pages
reflect the diversity of the cultures and traditions which
exist side by side on our continent. Some of the around 225
languages which are native to Europe are spoken by millions
and others, that are only spoken by a handful of people, are,
sadly, close to dying out.

During this short journey, you will discover lots of similarities.
European languages largely fall into three main categories:
Slavic, Romance and Germanic, with the languages in each
group having similar roots — however, over centuries they
have developed in their own distinct directions. You will also
find out about their differences: the variety of alphabets (such
as Latin, Cyrillic, Greek, Armenian and Georgian), often using
artistic scripts; how they deal with creating words for new
inventions and their sometimes mysterious origins. All have a
unique identity and their own story to tell!

We can only give you a brief glimpse of some of Europe’s
languages.There are many, many more we have notmentioned,
not because they are any less important or less interesting but
simply because we cannot cover them all on this short journey.

There are some examples of regional and minority languages
that are spoken in part of a country or areas of several countries
by a relatively small part of the population. There are the non-
territorial languages which are spoken by groups spread all
over Europe but not identifying with a specific country of

origin. There are also the languages of migration which do not
originate from Europe but have been brought to the continent
by speakers moving from other parts of the world.

On each language page there is a short introduction from
Lara, some key words, phrases and special characters from the
alphabet, as well as an estimated number of people around
the world who use it as their first language.

We hope you will enjoy following our guide, Lara, on her trip
through some of Europe’s languages. It might prompt you to
set off on a similar voyage of discovery with a lot of ‘oh really!
and ‘wow - | didn't know that!" moments, as you uncover
some of the treasures hidden just beneath the surface of our
everyday lives!
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A language can open the door into a
different world. A world where you can
discover treasures you would never have
known existed about countries and cultures
without having used the language as a key
to enter it. And one door can take you into a
room with lots of other doors leading off it!

For some, foreign languages are a passion
and for others a necessity but wherever you
go and whatever you do, you cannot avoid
encountering them. We hope that this
journey has given you an insight into just a
few of the many languages around us and
encourages you to delve deeper.
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